What is the cut rate like in the UK today?

(Originally posted on Circlist Message Board in Jan 07)

It is difficult being accurate about the circumcision rate in the UK.  As we know, there are several factors that play a part in distorting the general picture: age, religion, culture and social background. The Circlist website currently quotes a survey dating from 1994 that states the following reults:

16-24   12.5%; 

25-34   15.9% 

35-44   26.4% 

Elsewhere, figures of 20% or less are often quoted as being the average cut rate in Britain and the observation made that younger males are less likely to be circumcised than older men in Britain.


Two recent surveys would seem to dispute this, however.  Just before Christmas there was a cut/uncut poll of university students on www.thestudentroom.co.uk Out of a total of 194 respondents, 69 were cut and 125 were uncut; a percentage of 35.37% (cut), 64.43% (uncut). This could be a blip, of course, due to the factor of social background (Oxbridge students were included in the poll) but a second poll on www.fitlads.net came up with similar information from a different source.  Out of 213 respondents to the Fitlads survey, 31% were cut and 69% were uncut.

Of course this may just mean that circumcised men are more interested in completing polls about their cut status than their uncut contemporaries, but two surveys saying much the same thing are difficult to ignore.

So is this evidence that routine circumcsion became more popular again
in the UK in 80s and 90s after a period out of favour?  Or, is it the
case that simply more religious and medical circs were performed in the
late 20th century?  I'd be interested to have any comments/further
insights from Circlist members.

Ben(UK)


