From: darrell.w.rahn@att.net
I was born in 1940 in the upper Midwest to 3rd generation German parents and raised in a predominantly German farming community.  I was not circumcised as an infant while all of my cousins and every boy in my grade school, with the exception of me and my brother, were circumcised.  I realized at an early age that I was different and asked my mother about it and she explained that they had an operation called circumcision and that I was not circumcised because her OB/GYN and she were adamantly against circumcision.
As early as I can remember I was fully retracted for every bath and was retracted fully when being bathroom trained.  The summer prior to starting 1st grade I was taken to my pediatrician for my school physical and he examined my penis and discovered that my inner foreskin was still attached about 1/3rd of the way around the coronal ridge and he took an instrument and separated the remainder of the foreskin.  He told me to me to keep it retracted until it healed and that I should fully retract to tightness every time I went to the bathroom and to put my penis away retracted to dry residual urine and prevent odor.

My 3rd brother was born 12 years after me and about 6 mo of age came back from his Dr appointment and was very fussy and had to be held and carried the remainder of the evening.  I asked my mother what was wrong with him and she said his foreskin wouldn’t retract so she could clean it so the Dr had loosened it so it would retract for his bath.  When she changed him she called me over and showed me his penis which was exposed and had been wrapped in gauze.  It looked very red and sore and she explained that it had to remain back and have Vaseline and gauze applied every time his diaper was changed until it healed.  She told me at this time that mine had been stuck also and it had been loosened just like this and she had been able to fully retract it every time I was bathed since 6 mo or so of age.  She also explained that I had been left retracted during infancy up until bathroom training time so that my foreskin would be nice and loose as I grew up.  Was very surprised when I read on internet that foreskins are all attached at birth and should not be forcibly retracted or separated with a probe.  Suspect pediatrician was pro circ and since I was not circ’d, he did what he could to get the glans exposed and the foreskin loosened at an early age.  By the  time I was 13 my foreskin remained retracted full time.  I could bring forward when flaccid but it covered less than 2/3 of glans and would retract again as soon as I let go.  When erect I could pull it forward to cover about 1/3 of the glans.  Around this age mother told me to show her my penis to see if it was normal and I was keeping it clean.  When I complied she demanded that I bring my foreskin forward and I showed her that it wouldn’t stay that way no matter what.  She was very upset and remarked that if she wanted it that way she would have had me circumcised and I remarked back that I wish she had had me circ’d.  She said I am so sorry I left you retracted when you were a baby and that she hadn’t done that to my brothers and that they had nice long foreskins.  I told her that I thought they were ugly and was glad I wasn’t like that.  During my growing up years the farmers all helped each other at harvest time and the women all got together to cook the meals for this rather large crew.  Few girls in family so boys had to take turns doing dishes after the meal while the women ate and talked.  Seems like every meal the subject of circumcision came up and inevitably my uncircumcised status was brought up. They all remarked that they had all changed my diaper at some time and they even described my penis to a young mother to be who didn’t know the difference between cird’d and uncirc’d and they were lobbying to make sure that she had her son circ’d if she had a boy.

High school in another school district was same as grade school in that there were only 3 boys in my class that were uncird’d.  By this time I couldn’t keep my foreskin forward if I wanted to so am sure the rest of the boys thought I was circ’d too.  At this time I learned how procirc the girls of my generation were and even heard them say they wouldn’t ever date a boy who wasn’t circ’d.

Military service was next and during my entrance physical Dr remarked about how minimal my circumcision was and how much foreskin remained.  He asked if it gave me any trouble and was shocked when I told him that I was not circ’d.  He stated the military would do it and I should seriously consider it as I was for all intents and purposes already circumcised.  He told me that the foreskin doesn’t grow on some boys like mine was and was sometimes called auto circumcision.  I wanted it done but never got around to a convenient time to schedule and left the military intact.

Marriage was next and 1st wife didn’t now difference between circ’d or uncirc’d until I showed her.  She was glad it stayed back because it looked better like her nephews who were circ’d and she had seen when babysitting.  When our son was born he was circ’d and everytime she changed his diaper or saw him naked she remarked how good it looked. She stated she wished I was circ’d too.  When 2nd wife to be first saw me she remarked how glad she was that I was the way I was as she had had an uncirc’d lover whose foreskin would not retract and what a turn off it had been.  I assumed that she was referring to my loose foreskin and the fact it remained retracted all the time. She suffered from recurring yeast infections which I always got on the bunched up inner foreskin.  When she got her prescription from her OB/GYN my wife always asked her for a prescription for me as well.  After 2 or 3 times her Dr asked to have me make an appointment to see her and discuss this problem.  During the appointment, in which I described my problem, she asked if I was to embarrassed to show her, which I was not, and when she saw it she remarked that I now see what your wife meant that you had a lot of foreskin left after your circumcision.  I told her I was not circ’d and she was shocked and I showed her.  She said while there was no real medical reason for me to be circumcised she recommended I do it as I was for all intents and purposes already done, just with a lot of redundant skin and if I was circ’d I would no longer have the infections.  She also said her patients were women from upper income homes and 99% absolutely favored circumcised penis’s even if their husbands were uncirc’d.  I answered that I wanted to do it and had wanted to be cird’d since I first knew the difference but just never took the time for the recovery.  She asked how I wanted to be done and I told her I didn’t now there were different choices so asked her how she would be prefer her husband to be done.  She showed me photo of a low tight cut with the frenulum removed and said that was her favorite style and would be good for me as it left minimum of inner foreskin which was where the infection occurred.  She referred me to a urologist and I made appointement and scheduled the surgery for that same week. Recovery was rapid and the pain was shorter and less irritating then the bouts the yeast infections. Wife’s OB/GYN scheduled an appointment for me about 3 weeks post op and upon examination remarked about what an artistic job the Dr had done and that she really liked the way it looked. The only negative in this is my wife was furious that I had not told her I was uncirc’d and made a fool of her when she told her Dr I was.  She totally approved of the result however and that was the last of that and no more infections since 1981.

It has been 31 years since I was circ’d and I am very happy with my decision, wish I had been circ’d as baby, and sex post circ has been fantastic. I think this partially due to self image as I know that I am now what most women prefer and since divorce 10 years ago have been told many times how much they like the way I look.  I also had a very thick frenulum that was not at all sensitive and since it’s removal I have much greater sensitivity in that area.  Having witnessed the discomfort my brother went through after his foreskin was forcibly loosened by his Pediatrician compared to my son when he was circumcised and the minimal discomfort I experienced with my adult circumcision I don’t think that is a valid argument for opposing circumcision. I am totally mystified by my mother’s adamant opposition to circumcision and how an organization like Intact America has a female CEO.  Seems strange that some females are so opposed to something I think is so beneficial and wonderful that it should be done for all boys.  
DR  (US)
